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Criteria for Determining Participation in the State Assessment  
System through Alternate Assessments 

CriteriaCriteriaCriteriaCriteria    Alternate Alternate Alternate Alternate     
Achievement Achievement Achievement Achievement     
Standards for Standards for Standards for Standards for     
Independent Independent Independent Independent     
FunctioningFunctioningFunctioningFunctioning    

Alternate Alternate Alternate Alternate     
Achievement Achievement Achievement Achievement     
Standards for Standards for Standards for Standards for     

Academic Academic Academic Academic     
CompetenceCompetenceCompetenceCompetence    

Modified Modified Modified Modified     
Achievement Achievement Achievement Achievement     

Standards for Grade Level Standards for Grade Level Standards for Grade Level Standards for Grade Level     
AccessAccessAccessAccess    

1.1.1.1.    
    

Evidence Evidence Evidence Evidence     
of a of a of a of a     

Severe Severe Severe Severe     
Cognitive Cognitive Cognitive Cognitive     
DisabilityDisabilityDisabilityDisability    

There is empirical 
evidence of a se-
vere disability that 

precludes the acqui-
sition of Indiana 
Academic Stan-
dards and a high 
school diploma. 

There is empirical  
evidence of a significant 
cognitive disability that 

precludes the acquisition 
of achievement standards 

necessary to obtain a 
high school diploma. 

However, there is  
evidence that the student 
could achieve academic 
competence at a basic 

level.  

The student receives special edu-
cation services due to the presents 
of a disability. There must be evi-
dence that the disability has pre-

vented the student from achieving 
grade-level proficiency as meas-

ured by previous state test or other 
valid grade level assessments.  

2. 2. 2. 2.     
    

Intensity Intensity Intensity Intensity     
of of of of     

InstructionInstructionInstructionInstruction    

Even with exten-
sive,  

intensive, perva-
sive,  

frequent, and  
individualized in-

struction in all set-
tings, the student is 
unable to acquire, 
maintain, general-
ize, and apply aca-
demic skills across 

environments. 

Even when provided ac-
cess to a differentiated 
general education cur-
riculum, the student is 

unable to derive reason-
able  

educational benefit  
without significant  

individualized  
modifications to content 

and  
performance  
expectations. 

The student is able to  
meaningfully access  

curriculum for the grade in which 
the student is enrolled.  However, 

the student’s case  
conference committee agrees that, 
even with appropriate instruction 

and services  
designed to meet the student’s  

individual needs, the student is not 
likely to  

demonstrate grade level  
proficiency within the same time 

frame as peers. 

3.3.3.3.    
    

    Curricular Curricular Curricular Curricular     
OutcomesOutcomesOutcomesOutcomes    

The goals and ob-
jectives listed in 

their student’s IEP 
focus on progress 
within functional 

achievement indica-
tors and extensions 
to the Indiana Aca-
demic Standards.   

The students strives 
to achieve the most 
basic self-help and 

communication 
skills and is seeking 

opportunities 
throughout the day 
to accomplish very 

individual goals.  

The goals and objectives 
listed in their student’s 

IEP focus on progress on 
academic skills that are 

prerequisites to the grade 
in which the student is 
enrolled.  The student 
aspires to obtain skills 

necessary for entry level 
employment.  The stu-
dent expects to earn a 

certificate of completion 
upon leaving high school 

The student is expected to earn a 
high school diploma prior to exiting 

high school, either by eventually 
demonstrating proficiency on the 

high school assessments or 
through the appeals process.  

Therefore the goals listed in the 
students individual education plan 
include content standards for the 
grade in which the student is en-

rolled. 

    The student expects to earn a certificate of 
completion upon leaving high school. 

The student expects to earn a high 
school diploma. 

AYPAYPAYPAYP    The number counted as “proficient” 
in all three columns cannot exceed 

3%. 

Up to 1% of the population tested can count as 
“proficient” through these two alternate achieve-

ment measures. 

For ECS students, the Mild For ECS students, the Mild For ECS students, the Mild For ECS students, the Mild 
Interventions supervisor Interventions supervisor Interventions supervisor Interventions supervisor 
must be contacted when must be contacted when must be contacted when must be contacted when 
considering this option.considering this option.considering this option.considering this option.    

For ECS students, the Intense For ECS students, the Intense For ECS students, the Intense For ECS students, the Intense     
Interventions supervisor must Interventions supervisor must Interventions supervisor must Interventions supervisor must 
be contacted when consider-be contacted when consider-be contacted when consider-be contacted when consider-
ing these optionsing these optionsing these optionsing these options    


