
ELKHART COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

The Elkhart Promise:  
Every student is known by name, challenged and supported  

by highly effective staff, and in partnership with the community,  
will graduate career/college-ready and life-ready. 



Welcome to Elkhart!
Elkhart Community Schools is deeply committed to The Elkhart Promise: Every 
student is known by name, challenged and supported by highly effective staff, 
and in partnership with the community, will graduate career/college-ready  
and life-ready. Throughout all 21 buildings in our district, the Elkhart Promise  
is felt in every interaction between students, staff, and community.

At Elkhart Community Schools, we pride ourselves in a curriculum designed  
to meet the needs of every individual student. In addition to our classroom  
instruction, students are able to participate in a wide range of co-curricular  
opportunities and programs designed to enhance the educational experience. 

Collaboration with the community and parents is paramount to the success of students at Elkhart 
Community Schools. Elkhart is a community whose residents have demonstrated value for education 
and support of our programs, facilities, and students, ensuring the success of students today and in the 
future. Partnerships with over 400 local businesses provide our students with an unmatched  
opportunity for internships, job shadowing, and scholarships. Rounding out our community partner-
ships are the excellent relationships our district has with non-profit organizations, civic organizations,  
churches, and municipal groups like law enforcement, fire department, and the parks department.  

We welcome the opportunity to partner with you in ensuring the success of our students. Please 
contact us to arrange a meeting and a tour, so we can show you The Elkhart Promise. 

Rob Haworth 
Superintendent of Schools



Highlighting Elkhart Success  
in Education

91.7% Graduation Rate 
(Indiana average is 87.2%)

2,346
Students Enrolled in Dual 
College Credit and Career 
Technical Education (CTE) 
Programs

14,273College Credits 
Earned in 2017 



Every Student Known by Name
At Elkhart Community Schools, every child is unique and important. Throughout the 
district, our staff, including teachers, aides, administrators, bus drivers, custodians, food 
service, and secretaries strive to learn more about each child and support their needs 
and goals. We understand that each student learns in his or her own way. ECS offers a 
variety of programs designed to meet every student where he or she is, including high 
ability, team teaching, individualized instruction, special education, and our School 
Without Walls online-blended program. 

Elkhart Community Schools offers 23 advanced placement courses, as well as 29 career 
and technical education programs. Elkhart Community Schools’ two high schools and 
career center are the only fully-endorsed Early College Programs in the area. Elkhart 
Community Schools has the largest agriculture program in the state of Indiana, as well 
as an Air Force Junior ROTC program. 

“ The wide range of programs offered and  
the commitment to helping every student 
no matter what their level is my favorite 
thing about ECS.

”
-ECS Parent, Parent & Community Survey





College, Career, and Life Ready
An education at Elkhart Community Schools begins by developing a love of reading, 
writing, and math. As students grow their basic skills, the world of education comes alive 
through technology, history, world languages, science, and career exploration. With a 
broad educational foundation through elementary and middle school, students are able 
to identify their interests and pursue studies in high school that speak to their passion. 
Through our career center, students can focus on a specific career field while earning 
industry certification and college credits. Throughout high school, students have the  
opportunity to earn college credits through Dual Credit classes and Early College  
Programs. In 2017, over 14,000 college credits were earned by Elkhart students.

“ My kids all received an excellent education  
from ECS. Each was accepted into the colleges 
they wanted to attend. They were well-prepared 
academically to succeed in college. 

”
-ECS Parent, Parent & Community Survey



Exploring College and Careers
The following courses are offered at Elkhart Community Schools to help our students 
prepare for college and explore career fields. 

AP Class Offerings
• Biology
• Calculus AB
• Calculus BC
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Computer Science Principles
• English Language and Composition
• English Literature and Composition
• Environmental Science
• Human Geography
• Japanese
• Macro Economics
• Micro Economics
• Music Theory
• Physics I
• Physics II
• Psychology
• Statistics
• Studio Art 2D
• Studio Art 3D
• U.S. Government
• U.S. History
• World History

Dual Credit Offerings (Ivy Tech)
Range from 3-5 college credits per class
• American History I 
• American History II  
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Biology I
• Calculus I  
• Calculus II  
• Chemistry I
• College Algebra
• English Composition
• Exposition and Persuasion
• French I
• French II 
• French III
• French IV
• Fundamentals of Public Speaking
• Intro to American Government/Politics
• Intro to Chemistry  
• Intro to Literature
• Introductory Biology  
• Physics I  
• Physics II  
• Spanish I  
• Spanish II
• Spanish III  
• Spanish IV  
• Trigonometry/Analytical Geometry

CTE Program Offerings
College credits earned through Ivy Tech or  
Vincennes University (Up to 35 college credits possible)
• Audio/Video Production
• Automation and Robotics
• Automotive Collision Repair
• Automotive Refinishing
• Automotive Service Technology
• CAD: Computer Aided Drafting & Design
• CNA Preparation  
• Commercial Photography
• Computer Networking/PC Maintenance
• Construction Trades
• Cosmetology
• Creative Landscaping
• CSI: Crime Scene Investigation
• Culinary Arts
• Dental Health Careers
• Diesel Service Technology
• Early Childhood Education
• Early College: Cardiology
• EMT: Emergency Medical Technician
• Firefighting
• Floral Design and Event Planning 
• Graphic Design
• Introduction to Health Careers
• Law Enforcement
• Machine Shop/Metals
• Medical Assisting
• Motorcycle/Outdoor Power Technology
• Veterinary Assisting
• Welding

Dual Credit Offerings (Indiana University)
3 college credits per class
• American History I 
• American History II 
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Basic Algebra
• Finite Mathematics
• Introduction to Business Administration
• Macro Economics
• Micro Economics
• Public/Oral Communication
• Literary Interpretation

14,273College Credits  
Earned in 2017 



Exploring the World Around Us
A child’s educational experience should be their time to explore the world. Throughout  

elementary school, students will experience field trips in our community and neighboring 

counties to help them explore parks, farms, creeks, art, history, and more. Each ECS  

elementary is home to an outdoor learning courtyard or garden, and many of our play-

grounds feature new equipment to enhance playtime and promote creativity. All schools 

have access to Elkhart Community Schools’ ACCESS farm for additional hands-on learning 

and exploration of fields, trails, waterways, animals, and agriculture. Every classroom in the 

district has a variety of technology, including iPads, laptops, wireless internet, and Smart-

Boards, giving students the opportunity to further explore as they connect with places like 

NASA and the Smithsonian. Our high school students have the opportunity each summer 

to travel to the East Coast to study Marine Biology, to Colorado to study Earth Science, or to 

Washington, DC to study U.S. History.  



“ ”Elkhart Community Schools have consistently 
challenged and grown my children to be  
thoughtful, smart, inquisitive, compassionate  
citizens. -ECS Parent, Twitter



Beyond the Classroom
Students at Elkhart Community Schools are encouraged to participate in co-curricular 
activities that can enhance their experience in school and life. The lessons of teamwork, 
leadership, philanthropy, and dedication to a larger cause are all important elements 
that students can develop and understand through participation in one of ECS’ many 
clubs or organizations. 

High School (9-12)
• Art Club
• Bowling
• Choir
• Diversity Club
• Drama Club
• Family, Career, and Community Leaders 

of America (FCCLA)
• Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA)
• Future Medical Professionals Club
• Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA)
• GENESIS (Student Newspaper)
• Health Science Club
• Jazz Band
• Junior ROTC
• Key Club
• Latino Student Union
• Madrigal Choir
• Marching Band
• Marine Biology Club
• Math Club
• Military Club
• Mock Trial
• Move2Stand Bullying Prevention
• National Honor Society
• Pep Band
• Pep Club
• Physics Club
• Robotics
• Sigma Beta Upsilon
• Ski Club
• Speech and Debate
• Student Government
• Students Against Destructive Decisions 

(SADD)
• Superintendent’s Student Advisory 

Council (SSAC)
• Symphony Orchestra
• Theater
• Varsity Club
• Yearbook

Middle School (7-8)
• Academic Super Bowl
• Band
• Bookstore Assistants
• Choir
• Concession Workers
• Husky Film Crew
• Move2Stand Bullying Prevention
• National Junior Honor Society
• Orchestra
• Quiz Bowl
• Robotics
• School Mascot
• Science Fair
• Ski Club
• Spirit Club
• STEAM Saturdays
• Yearbook

Elementary School (K-6)
• 21st Century Club
• Art Club
• Band
• Boy Scouts
• Chess Club
• Girl Scouts
• Girls on the Run
• Green Council
• Happy Day Club
• IREAD Club
• Knitting Club
• Orchestra
• Robotics
• Science Bowl
• Science Fair
• Spanish Club
• Spell Bowl
• Student Service Clubs
• Study Trips
• Summerscape





Teamwork
The athletic programs at Elkhart  
Community Schools offer opportunities 
for students to grow socially and  
emotionally. Athletic programs help  
students build confidence in themselves 
and learn to rely on and cooperate with 
their teammates. Yet athletics benefit not 
only the students, but also the entire  
community. Sporting events are places 
where people gather to support their own

Fall Sports
• Boys Soccer
• Boys Tennis
• Boys Cross Country
• Cheerleading
• Football
• Girls Cross Country
• Girls Golf
• Girls Soccer
• Girls Volleyball

Winter Sports
• Boys Basketball
• Boys Swimming and 

Diving
• Girls Basketball
• Girls Swimming and 

Diving
• Winter Cheerleading
• Wrestling

Spring Sports
• Archery
• Baseball
• Boys Golf
• Boys Track and Field
• Crew/Rowing
• Girls Tennis
• Girls Track and Field
• Lacrosse
• Softball

Elkhart’s athletic competitions are further enhanced by the extraordinary facilities where 
they are held. North Side Gymnasium is one the top 10 largest gyms in the country and has 
hosted nationally-recognized events for over 50 years. Rice Field at Elkhart Central is the 
home to state championship football teams, and nestled along the river near downtown. 
Slated to open in 2020, the new Elkhart Aquatics Center, including an Olympic-sized pool, 
will serve as the home location for Elkhart’s high school aquatic sports. 

children’s efforts, to cheer on their neighbors’ children, or just to meet with their friends and 
watch some good athletic competition. In that way, Elkhart Community Schools’ athletics are 
one of the many elements at the heart of our community.





Highly Effective Staff
At the heart of Elkhart Community Schools is a team of over 900 teachers who are  
passionate about education and dedicated to the success of our students. The impact of 
Elkhart teachers is felt throughout our schools and in our community, with many  
teachers volunteering, coaching, or attending community events and extra-curricular  
activities. Our teachers are recognized nationally for their exceptional instruction, as 
well as their contributions to their fields of study. 

“ I love my daughter’s school and the staff 
there. They are some of the most caring  
and hard working people I know.

”
-ECS Parent, Parent & Community Survey



In Partnership with the Community
Elkhart Community Schools partners with numerous non-profit organizations throughout Elkhart, 
both to benefit our community’s residents, but also to stretch each of our organizational dollars  
further to make the greatest impact on our community’s children. A few of our well-established  
partnerships include Boys and Girls Club, CAPS, Conn-Selmer, Elkhart Education Foundation, Elkhart 
Youth Football League, ETHOS, Five Star, Growing Kids, Horizon Education Alliance, Indiana  
University South Bend, Lifeline, Premier Arts, Thor, and Triple P. We’re also excited to partner with 
Community Foundation of Elkhart County and Beacon Health to provide a world-class aquatics and 
community center for residents of Elkhart, including Elkhart Community Schools’ students. Not only 
will this center provide an opportunity for every child in Elkhart to take swimming classes through our 
district, but it expands the level of athletic opportunities for our students.

School-business partnerships are critical for developing relationships that help build strong schools,  
highly performing students, and an actively engaged community. Many businesses are committed to  
enhancing the quality of education in Elkhart by providing contributions toward instructional programs 
and activities, volunteers for projects and mentoring, and direct donations. These school-business  
partnerships add significant value to the school district and community. 

Many partnering businesses offer our students the chance to complete an internship or job shadow. 
Internships and job shadows can be advantageous to both the student and the employer. These  
programs offer our students a chance to experience a real-world work environment to see if it is a  
career they’d like to pursue. For the employers, these programs offer them the opportunity to find  
potential candidates for future job openings, refine their training programs, help complete tasks, and  
give back to the schools and students. We currently have over 400 business and organizational partners.
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The Elkhart Promise:  
Every student is known by name, challenged and supported  

by highly effective staff, and in partnership with the community,  
will graduate career/college-ready and life-ready. 

elkhart.k12.in.us


