Welcome to

ELKHART COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

The Elkhart Promise:
Every student is known by name, challenged and supported
by highly effective staff, and in partnership with the community,
will graduate career/college-ready and life-ready.

ELKHART

Community Schools

The City of Elkhart is a culturally-rich community of 50,000 people.
Within two hours of Chicago, Illinois and Grand Rapids, Michigan,
Elkhart is located just over the Indiana-Michigan state line, 15 miles
east of South Bend, home to the University of Notre Dame.
Elkhart Community Schools is the largest school district in the county,
serving all students within city boundaries and many students who
live outside of the city boundaries. Enrollment for the district is steady
around 13,000 students. The district currently employs nearly 2,000
employees, making it one of the top 6 employers in Elkhart County.

“Elkhart Schools have consistently
challenged and grown my children to
be thoughtful, smart, inquisitive,
compassionate citizens.” - ECS Parent
Elkhart Community Schools is comprised of 21 schools, including 14 elementary, 3 middle,
2 high, 1 alternative, and 1 career center. A strong emphasis on preparing students to
be college, career, and life ready is felt throughout all buildings. It is in this effort that
Elkhart Community Schools has drastically improved graduation rates over the past ten
years from 66.3% (2007) to 91.7% (2017). Since the development of the area’s only
fully-endorsed Early College Program, over 250 students have walked in the Ivy Tech
Community College graduation prior to their high school graduation. In 2017, over
14,000 college credits were earned by ECS high school students, and over 2,300 students
were enrolled in CTE (Career Technical Education) programs. ECS partners with over 400
local businesses and non-profit organizations to ensure students are learning real-world
curriculum with an opportunity to experience an on-site internship or work-study.
Elkhart Community Schools serves a diverse population with a student makeup of
42.1% White, 33.2% Hispanic, 15.6% Black, 7.9% Multiracial, and 1.1% Asian. At
ECS, just over 55% of students qualify for free lunch, 10% for reduced lunch, and
33% full pay. A recent study by Stanford tracked student academic growth over a five
year period of time, finding ECS students experienced 5.8 years worth of growth, putting
the Elkhart Community Schools district in the 95% nationwide in terms of growth.
A strong emphasis is given to community service and volunteering at ECS. Students
contribute over 10,000 service hours annually to organizations in our community.

Favorite thing about ECS?
“My kids all received an excellent
education from ECS. Each was accepted into the colleges they wanted
to attend. They were well-prepared
academically to succeed in college.

Elkhart Highlights

-ECS Parent, Parent Survey

“The wide range of programs offered
and the commitment to helping every
student no matter what their level is
my favorite thing about ECS.”
-ECS Parent, Parent Survey

“I love my daughter’s school and the
staff there. They are some of the
most dedicated, hard working people
I know, and they truly care about her.”
-ECS Parent, Parent Survey

Elkhart, Indiana

School District Highlights

Community Highlights
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91.7% graduation rate (Indiana average is 87.2%)
Over 400 pre-k openings
Over 400 business and community partners
Largest agriculture instructional program in Indiana
1:1 technology at all secondary schools by October 2018
Over 20 AP courses offered
Over 25 CTE programs offered
Over 35 dual credit college courses offered
Highly-awarded music programs
Robust co-curricular offerings, including lacrosse,
crew, archery, eSports, and boys volleyball
Governor’s Work Ethic Certification program
ECS Culture Series celebrating diversity and inclusion,
past guest speakers have included survivors of the
Holocaust, Rwandan Genocide, and a Freedom Rider
Community education program available
Highly supportive education foundation
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Under 3% unemployment
World-class aquatics center with Olympic-sized pool set to open
in late 2019 (ECS is an exclusive school district partner)
Downtown development, including the aquatics center, new
apartments, new shopping centers, blended retail/residential space
Two rivers, over 30 parks, 36-acre botanic garden, and seasonal
gardens create an outdoor living and activity space for residents
Vibrant Communities and Indiana Regional Cities Initiative
programs continuing to improve work-play life of residents
Highly active community service clubs, including the Kiwanis,
Lions, Optimist Club, Exchange Club, and Rotary International
Excellent locally-owned restaurants and breweries
Community events including the Elkhart Jazz Festival, ArtWalk,
Taste of the Gardens, Rhapsody in Green, Elkhart Comic Con,
EnviroFest, Elkhart Grand Prix, and more
Vibrant arts community, including downtown art galleries,
performing arts/theatre league, municipal band, and symphony
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91.7%

14,273

99.8%

Graduation Rate
(2017)

College Credits Earned;

Highly Effective Teachers
(2017)

Saving ECS Families $1.6 Million

(2017)

$4.4 MILLION

100%

Scholarship Dollars Awarded
(2018)

Secondary Students with 1:1 Technology;
Elementary Implementation
Completed by 2020

$235,750
Innovative Teaching / Extra-Curricular Grants Awarded to Teachers/Coaches;
Large Special Projects Funded by Elkhart Education Foundation (2017)

#1

400+

1,933

Largest Agriculture
Program in Indiana
(2017)

Business & Non-Profit Partners;
500+ Personal Mentors
through Mentorship Program

Total ECS Employees;
Sixth Largest Employer in
Elkhart County

ELKHART, INDIANA

< 3%

52,378

30+

Unemployment Rate in the
City of Elkhart

Residents in the
City of Elkhart

Parks and Gardens, including
Wellfield Botanic Gardens

ARTS

MUSIC

Elkhart is home to a robust art community, including
multiple art galleries, monthly ArtWalk, art museum, art
classes, outdoor art gardens and sculptures, performing
arts league, and fully restored 1920’s theatre.

Once known as the “band instrument capital of the world,”
Elkhart has a long legacy of music that is evident through
an annual jazz festival, community municipal and symphonic
bands, and award-winning school programs.

PROXIMITY

FOOD

Elkhart is ideally located with easy access and close
proximity to Chicago, but also small country towns. Elkhart
is 30 minutes from the University of Notre Dame and
the South Bend Cubs, and an hour from Lake Michigan.

Local restaurants dominate every corner of Elkhart. From
authentic Italian and Mexican to the brewery that was named
Indiana’s top bar, from St. Louis BBQ to the best burger in the
region, Elkhart’s local restaurants satisfy every hunger.

DOWNTOWN
Downtown Elkhart is undergoing an explosion of development. The downtown area is full of life through a bookstore, game
and comic book store, game lounge, coffee shop, deli, cafe, restaurants, bakeries, salons, and more. The development of
downtown continues as the Aquatics Center nears completion and the construction of over 1,000 living spaces begins.
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