
Elkhart Schools Parents/Guardians & Community,

The partnership between families and the school
system is one rooted in trust, and it is the foundation of
any efforts to educate the community’s children. In
June 2021, Indiana’s Attorney General Todd Rokita
released a guide for parents and caregivers about their
rights in educating their children. A copy of the Bill of
Rights is available here.

Elkhart Community Schools wants to  provide parents
with additional information about how our policies and
practices align with this Bill of Rights. In the
document below, alongside each page of the Attorney
Generals’ guide, we have provided links to school
district policy or by-laws from the district website, or
we have included links to resources providing further
explanation as to how the Bill of Rights connects to
ECS. All board policies can be found at this link.

Our goal in providing this information is to let you
know that we understand that parents and guardians
and families are our students’ first teachers, and our
goal is to come alongside and support them in each
child’s development and promise.

Dr. Steve Thalheimer, Superintendent
& the Board of School Trustees

https://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/files/Parents-Bill-of-Rights.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/Public


Elkhart Schools Policies Related to Student
and Parental Rights and Responsibilities

PO2261.01 Parent Participation in Title I Programs
PO2281 Family Involvement
PO3213c Student Supervision and Welfare
PO3213S Student Supervision and Welfare

for Support Staff
PO2416 Student Privacy and Parental Access to

Information
PO5200 Student Attendance
PO5223 Absences for Religious Instruction
PO5420 Reporting Student Progress
PO5500 Student Conduct
PO5540 The Schools and Governmental

Agencies
PO5780 Parent Rights and Responsibilities
PO8310 Public Records
PO8330 Student Records
PO8350 Confidentiality
PO8462 Child Abuse and Neglect
PO9250 Parent/School Cooperation
PO9900.02 Welfare

http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQY3DC965
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLR53DC96A
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLTS3DC9C9
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLTT3DC9CA
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLRF3DC977
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLW33DCA13
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLW53DCA15
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLWG3DCA20
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLWP3DCA27
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLX23DCA32
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BZ5HVG4A4F46
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLZ83DCA7C
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BQPMVA5BB452
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLZE3DCA91
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BQPMVC5BB457
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJM2J3DCAB7
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BQPMVE5BB45B


Elkhart Community School Policies
PO0123 Philosophy of the Board
PO131.2 Policies
PO0142 Election/Appointment of Members and

Eligibility to Serve
PO0142.1 Term
PO0142.3 Vacancies
PO0144.2 Board Member Ethics
PO0164.1 Regular Meetings
PO0164.2 Special Meetings
PO0164.3 Emergency Meetings
PO0164.4 Meeting of the Board Defined (UR)
PO0164.5 Member Participation in Meetings

through Electronic Means of
Communication (UR)

PO164.6 Meetings During Declared Disaster
Emergencies (UR)

PO0165 Notification of Board Meetings
PO0165.1 Notice of Regular Meetings
PO0165.2 Notice of Special Board Meetings
PO0165.3 Notice of Emergency Meetings
PO0165.4 Notice Requirements Established by

Other Statutes
PO0165.5 Series of Meetings (Gatherings)
PO0166 Agenda
PO167.1 Voting (UR)
PO0167.2 Executive Session
PO0167.3 Public Participation at Board Meetings
PO0168.1 Open Meeting
PO0168.2 Executive Session

http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNP3DC913
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNR3DC915
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNX3DC91B
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNY3DC91C
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLP23DC91E
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLP83DC924
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPK3DC92F
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPL3DC930
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPM3DC931
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=C6PHSP49D7CD
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=C6PHSQ49D7D2
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=C6PHSR49D7D6
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPP3DC933
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPQ3DC934
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPR3DC935
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPS3DC936
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPT3DC937
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPU3DC938
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPV3DC939
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=C6PHSS49D7D9
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BVUL3L549645
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLPY3DC93C
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQ23DC93E
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQ33DC93F


DIRECT LINKS
State Board of Education Newsroom site

State Board of Education Academic Standards site

State Board of Education Rules/Administrative Code

https://www.in.gov/sboe/newsroom/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/indiana-academic-standards/indiana-academic-standards-for-math-and-ela/
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac//title511.html


Elkhart Community School Policies
PO2210 Curriculum Development
PO2220 Instructional Program Development
PO2221 Mandatory Curriculum
PO2270 Religion in the Curriculum
PO2330 Homework
PO2510 Adoption of Curriculum Materials
PO2520 Selection of Instructional Materials and

Equipment
PO8800 Religious/Patriotic Ceremonies and

Observances

DIRECT LINK
ECS Instructional Cycle Guidance Document with
Process for Curriculum Review and Materials
Adoption

http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BZNPF36438BE
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQS3DC95F
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQT3DC960
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLR33DC968
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLR63DC96B
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLRF3DC977
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLSC3DC997
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJM2B3DCAB0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2jycdMLezWOoq9qFZ-M6yWkbqZ4bCDd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2jycdMLezWOoq9qFZ-M6yWkbqZ4bCDd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2jycdMLezWOoq9qFZ-M6yWkbqZ4bCDd/view?usp=sharing




Elkhart Community School Policies
PO2240 Controversial Issues
PO9700 Relations with Special Interest Groups

http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQU3DC961
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJM2M3DCABA


Elkhart Community School Policies
PO2260 Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal

Educational Opportunity
PO2266 Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex

in Education Programs or Activities
(Title IX)

DIRECT LINKS
School District Statement on Critical Race Theory and

video July 27, 2021

Secretary of Education Dr. Katie Jenner’s advisory
letter to administrators about Critical Race Theory

http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BR3NQD5EA567
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BXELHB54D411
https://elkhart.k12.in.us/home/administration/district-leadership/district-statement-crt/
https://elkhart.k12.in.us/home/administration/district-leadership/district-statement-crt/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S8gkMemR5BrRLxPJH3VcfrxniEw7CRNQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S8gkMemR5BrRLxPJH3VcfrxniEw7CRNQ/view?usp=sharing


Elkhart Community Schools Policies
PO2411 Guidance and Counseling

http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLRB3DC973




Elkhart Community Schools Policies
PO132.1 Selection of Superintendent
PO132.2 Administrative Authority
PO1210 Board-Superintendent Relationship
PO1220 Employment of the Superintendent
PO1230.01 Development of Administrative

Guidelines
PO1240 Evaluation of the Superintendent

http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNS3DC916
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNT3DC917
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BQPMUM5BB41D
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQF3DC94B
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQG3DC94C
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQH3DC94D




DIRECT LINK
Elkhart County Clerk’s Office website for candidates

Elkhart Community Schools By-Laws & Policies
PO0142 Election/Appointment of Members and

Eligibility to Serve
PO0142.1 Term
PO0151 Organizational Meeting
PO0152 Officers

https://clerk.elkhartcounty.com/en/candidates/about-candidates/
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNX3DC91B
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLNY3DC91C
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BVUL3G54960D
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BVUL3H549635


DIRECT LINKS
Indiana Department of Education homepage

Indiana State Board of Education members

Indiana State Board of Education meeting agendas and
materials

Indiana State Board of Education public participation

https://www.in.gov/doe/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/about-the-board/board-members/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/board-meetings-and-materials/board-meetings-and-materials/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/board-meetings-and-materials/board-meetings-and-materials/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/files/SBOE_Public_Comment_Procedures_08_05_15.pdf


DIRECT LINK
Indiana Department of Education Title I information

Elkhart Community Schools Title I Policies
PO2261 Title I Services
PO2261.01 Parent Participation in Title I Programs
PO2261.02 Parents’ Right to Know

https://www.in.gov/doe/grants/title-i/
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQX3DC964
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQY3DC965
http://go.boarddocs.com/in/elkh/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BAJLQZ3DC966


DIRECT LINKS

Indiana Academic Standards

Dr. Katie Jenner’s Weekly Updates

Contact for Public Access Counselor regarding Open
Door Laws

Indiana Election Division candidate information

Indiana State Board of Education meeting agendas and
materials

Indiana State Board of Education public participation

https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/
https://www.in.gov/doe/about/news/newsletters/
https://www.in.gov/pac/contact-us/
https://www.in.gov/sos/elections/candidate-information/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/board-meetings-and-materials/board-meetings-and-materials/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/board-meetings-and-materials/board-meetings-and-materials/
https://www.in.gov/sboe/files/SBOE_Public_Comment_Procedures_08_05_15.pdf

